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Dear Friends of the Center for Sight & Hearing,

Looking back on fiscal year 2024 inspires imagery of the impact of 
teamwork, and the strength, ingenuity, and professionalism of my CSH 
teammates.

Our mission is to provide comprehensive solutions to optimize vision 
and hearing abilities, and we witness that every day as our clients and 
patients learn new skills, obtain new technology, and receive top-tier care 
from our specialized experts in optometry and audiology. There is also 
a hard-working team behind the scenes who manage everything from 
patient referrals, grant reporting, and facility maintenance. Together, we 
strive to achieve our goal of providing personalized care in a friendly, 
professional environment.

Over the past year, we took a hard look at what worked, what needed tweaking, and what needed 
to be completely revamped. With fresh eyes and ears, our team tackled a re-imagining of just 
about everything, and we continue to strengthen our workflow through thoughtful engagement, 
meaningful dialog, and a roll-up-your-sleeves mindset. Together, we can do so much…to paraphrase 
Helen Keller…and we have.

In November 2023, we combined our annual meeting with a favorite fundraiser, Dining in the Dark. 
The revival of this popular event brought people back to the blindfolded table to understand what 
vision loss is like and grew awareness for the Center’s hard-to-find vision services, like white cane 
training and low vision optometry.

In June 2024, we carried out Rockford’s longest standing event of its kind, the 19th Annual Gerald 
Broski Memorial Golf Outing, which touted a nearly full slate of 140 golfers and record-breaking 
fundraising. We are grateful for the Broski family’s continued dedication to this event and are 
already planning the 20th annual outing for June 23, 2025.

Looking ahead to fiscal year 2025, our team has set quarterly goals toward the objectives of our 
current strategic plan: to maintain operations in Rockford and increase operations in Peoria. So far, 
we’ve met every challenge with enthusiasm and resourcefulness, and I am proud of the growth, in 
every sense of the word, the CSH team has and will accomplish.

More to come,

FROM THE 
PRESIDENTMessage

Maureen Koch
President, Center for Sight & Hearing



EVENT & FUNDRAISING HIGHLIGHTS

NEW IN 2025!

CLINIC TEAM!VisionWELCOME NEW 
MEMBERS OF OUR

19TH ANNUAL GERALD 
BROSKI GOLF OUTING 
This year’s event drew over a hundred golfers and 
sponsors to Forest Hills Country Club June 24th. The 
crowd enjoyed lunch and dinner on the patio and 
refreshments throughout the day. Another outstanding 
turnout of support support generated over $15,000 for 
providing top-tier care for our patients.

HIKE FOR HEARING  
COMING SEPT. ’25. 
Next Fall ’25, we are planning a fundraising hike 
for hearing awareness at Rock Cut State Park. Stay 
tuned in to details and how you can participate 
at cshil.org/events. The funds raised will be put 
toward new equipment for the Hearing Clinic. All 
are welcome to participate. 

DR. CONNIE COPELAND, OD 
Dr. Copeland has worked as an 
optometrist for more than 25 
years in various roles. She feels 
there is something inherently 
good in helping people to 
see better, noting “It is an 
occupation of great value.”

Becca comes to the Center with a 
rich background in special education, 
specializing in visual disabilities. Her 
experience includes serving as a 
graduate research assistant at NIU 
and presenting at the Association for 
Education and Rehabilitation of Blind 
and Visually Impaired (AER) for the 
Wisconsin and Illinois chapters. 

REBECCA KELLY, M.S.ED.

Another successful Dining in the Dark was held Nov. 14th. 
Attendees were treated to an enlightening blindfolded 
dining experience and a chance to see how someone with 
little to no vision performs everyday tasks. 

Due to the great turn-out and interest, we are planning a 
second Dining in the Dark this Spring, March 20th at the 
Regale in Sycamore, IL. Get tickets or become a sponsor by 
visiting cshil.org/dining.

DINING IN THE DARK 2024



YEAR IN REVIEW
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BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS
Pamela Graney, Board Chair
Lions Clubs International

Craig Shelton, Vice Chairman
Area Erectors

Bryan Heidemann, JD 
Secretary/Treasurer 
Assured Partners

Tami Verstraete 
Lions District 1-D Liaison
MCS Industrial Supply Co.

Dylan Barkley
Choreo Advisors

Melissa Beatty
German American State Bank 

Jean Beranek 
Securities America

Nathan Friedman, JD
AGHL Law LLC

Kara Kelly, RN 
Eversight 

David Maggio
Entre Computer Solutions

Kurt Norris
Caterpillar, Inc., Retired

STAFF
Maureen Koch, MSL   
President

Brenda Juhlin 
Administrative Director

Anthony Mirabile, MISM/IT 
Director of Information Technology

Dr. Trish Patterson, AuD 
Hearing Clinic Director

Sean Rodgers, MBA 
Finance Director

Debbie Anderson  
Accounts Receivable

Melissa Bland 
Ophthalmic Technician

Dr. Connie Copeland, OD  
Optometrist

Krista Franklin 
Audiology Extern

Liliana Hernandez 
Scheduling Coordinator

Dr. Emelina Johnson, AuD 
Audiologist

Kathleen Johnson
Insurance Specialist

Rebecca Kelley, MSEd, COMS  
Vision Rehabilitation Specialist

Mickey Lark 
Facility Maintenance Specialist

Carolyn Martinez 
Receptionist

Debra McNamara 
Accounts Receivable 

Gabriella Pasilla  
Receptionist 

Carol Robbins 
Support Specialist 

Beth Ruddock, MSEd 
Vision Rehabilitation Specialist

Monica Vandeven, MSEd, COMS 
Vision Rehabilitation Specialist



CORPORORATE
American Rigging & Millwright
Bergstrom 
Community Foundation of Northern 
Illinois
Coyle-Kiley Insurance
Finnegan’s Cottage, Inc
Flanders Insurance Agency
Friends of Dave Vella
HMC Products
Sjostrom & Son Inc
Sloan Morris Innovative Vision
Viking Chemical Company

INDIVIDUALS
Barry and Karess Aves
Dorothy Baits
Richard and Verda Barclay
Dylan Barkley
John and Marilyn Bendixen
Robert and Jean Beranek
Edwin and Cindy Carlson
Victoria Dyer
Irene V Elftmann
Eugene and Colleen Felts
Samford and Denise Gayle
Jay Ginestra
Ben Harding Family
Mary E. Harbut
Gary and Cathy Hoover
Jeanette Jess
Gary Koteles
Gary and Jeanne Kovanda
Stanley Lott
W. Davis Mark
Stephan Martin
Michael McKinnon
Molly McNett
Patricia Miller
Jean Nagvi
Martin Nielsen
Kurt Norris
Dolores A Premo

Susan Reichensperger
Carol Robbins
Arthur Scheicher
Donald and Barb Schlomann
Donna J Simpson
Steven Sligar
Charles Smith
Lawrence and Monica Stephan
Javier and Phyllis Veritiz
Henry Wilson
R. Ray and Nola Wood

LIONS CLUBS
Amboy Lions Cluib
Belvidere Lions Club
Byron Lions Club
Cedarville Lions Club
Chadwick Lions Club
District 1D 
Durand Lions Club
Galena Lions Club
Huntley Lions Club
Kirkland Lions Club
Leaf River Lions Club
Lions of IL Foundation
Loves Park Lions Club
Morrison Lions Club
Mount Carroll Lions Club
Oregon Lions Club
Paw Paw Lions Club
Pearl City Lions Club
Pecatonica Lions Club
Polo Lions Club
Poplar Grove Lions Club
Prophetstown Lions Club
Rockford Lions Club Charity 
Foundation
Roscoe Lions Club
Rockton Lions Club
Union Lions Club
Warren Lions Club
Winnebago Lions Club

DINING IN THE DARK
Karla Clayton
Joel and Manda Lynch
Christopher and Cecilla Mann
Tamara Verstraete
Billy Wilson

MEMORIALS
District 1-D Lions
James Hauser
Lewis and Dorothy Hilstad 
Lorraine Janicke
Patricia Kloepping
Christopher and Cecilia Mann

IN KIND DONATIONS
Dennis Munn - Krown Amplified 

Ringer/Strobe Krads
Judy Erickson – One CCTV Enhance 

Vision, one Clarity Phone, one 
Pebble, one Ruby 7H Handheld 
magnifier, 3 talking watches and 
4 screen Magnifiers. 

Randy Carlson –  
Desktop Video Magnifier 

GOLF SPONSORS
AGHL Law
Alpha Controls & Services, LLC
Angler Motors
Area Erectors, Inc
August Consulting Co
Ralph J. Baudhuin Founcation
Belvidere Lions Club
Beth & Rudnicki Insurance Agency
Byron Lions Club
CIMCO
Clear Perspective Advisors
Cord Construction
Coyle-Kiley Insurance Agency, Inc
Dickey Staffing Solutions
Dixon Evening Lions Club
Entre Computer Solutions

Eye Specialist of Rockford
Fitzgerald Equipment
Galena Lions Club
GinestraWatson
GNHearing Resound
Happy After Wedding Barn
Howe Freightways, Inc
Iconic Energy
Illinois Bank & Trust
Integra Business Machines
Kirkland Lions Club
Ed and Beth Lewis
Marianna Lewis
Jack Lovejoy
Loves Park Lions Club
Lynde Consulting
Mecklenburg Consulting
Meirtran
Mercyhealth 
Meridan Printing
Morrissey Family Business
Northwest Bank of Rockford
Oticon
Ozinga Bros
Rockford Local Development Corp
Rockton Lions Club
Roscoe Lions Club
Schmeling Construction
Sems and Specials Inc
South Beloit Lions Club
Spectrum Insurance Agency, Inc
The Pension Specialists
Trotter Mfg
Viking Chemical Company
Wells Fargo Advisors
Wilmarth Ranch LLC
WTVO Good Day Stateline

Thank You DONORS MAKE A 
BIG DIFFERENCE



The OCT device allows the Center’s Vision 
Clinic’s doctors to precisely diagnose and follow 
a patient’s progress with macular degeneration, 
glaucoma and other eye diseases. 

•	 Increases accuracy in detecting disease early 
when it is most treatable

•	 Saves patients a trip to another doctor’s office

•	 Allows doctors continuity with their patients 
for diagnosis and treatment

The Center for Sight & Hearing is 
initiating a fundraising campaign 
to purchase updated diagnostic 
vision equipment. We’re seeking to raise 
$44,855 for a new Zeiss OCT 5000 - 
Optical Coherence Tomography device 
for our Vision Clinic. A local foundation 
will generously match donations up to 
$20,000. Please help us acquire this 
much needed technological upgrade.

$25,000

$44,850

Zeiss Cirrus (OCT) 5000 
OCT - Optical Coherence Tomography device



Toll Free 888-347-0811 
Fax 815-332-6810
Email info@cshil.org
www.cshil.org 

8038 MacIntosh Lane
Rockford, IL 61107 

81A E Queenwood Road
Morton, IL 61550

Central  
Region

Northern 
Region

Our service areas include:


